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INTRODUCTION 



- < 



In contrasting, the* American Or.thodox Jew td the . 
Whit^ Middle Class Christian American the first object- 
ive re.quired is an operational definition of the age 'old 
' • ,^uestion//*What is a Jew?'V , AXthou^h'^^e^«d:atians 
y " 'the pH 'Testameht in studyiiig. the background of tK? 
/ own faith, Christians Still haye a ^ limited understanding^ 
6.of tfte contemporary OTewish community, in it?" variety ,^ 
devoti-^n^ c9ntribut'^on to character ' and perception^ of 
its ^heritagQ . Most Chris tj. an s i-^ asked would tell you 

that Jews are people^^who never ^.accepted Christ as the ^ 

^ . * ^ 'V . 

Messiah. ; Although true, 'this definition is too 

simpli,stic,^?because there are^ ^any things to be 

considered 'in^trying to understand- Judaism. '/^ 

' '• .; According to Yaffe ( 196 §•),- there are two differing 

; Views of Jewish cortimunities outside of the land of - \ 

Palestitie. '-^G^ijitl .or exile rfef lects--tSe-iwtion that 

,the JewisJI 'peo|>le .were expelled from their national home 

as a/.punishme/it sinsaS?!r**<?h^ Palestine is 

their natural' dwelling place . Only-there c^yk^the Jew 

be complete.^'* Tefutshah or dispersi9n is a more m 

word which suggests that the J^wilJtMlis^ersion from ' 

*^heir ?i*^ve lartd was :<iue*^to historical circumstances 
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'From the Babylonian coriquesVNsOf Palestine in 568, 
B,C, the vast majority of Jews.h^ve li^e^^n^er the 
national djQirig^alritfn of* other people. In 'America; the^ 
settlemefrt~^of Jews-^ah be divided: into- thre^ periods: 
The S'epMrdic (165U-lluo) , .the* German (1841-1880) and*, 
the National (192r-present). The present^ Jewish 
population in the United States* is approximately 

the no^^Jf^tion. 



ex- 



6,0.00;,000 or 3 pcrcort of 



.ri;^hty ^per'cent 



of t*u Ctj rr^side in citios of over 100,000 nopulation. 

Purpose: To contrast family cultural patterns 
• of the Orthodox Jew to those of 
'select White Middle Class ChristiaiT 
Families .* Emphasis is placed on the 
following areas. . 

. A. Birth' 



B. Coming of Age 
Marriage 

D. Death 

E. Child Rearing Praotices ^ 

F. Xar>hruth (Dietary Lav^s.) 

Given materials dealing with 
Orthodox Jewish Family Life aa 
contrasted to the White Middle 
Class Christi^an American Family, 
Students will S^vatie to identify 
cross-cultural difftr^ences. 




Objectives : I , 




iven exposure to selected 
ctivities, students will demon- 
trate an awareness of the rich 
Iversity of the Jewish Tradition, 



.Evaluation: Students vjill be asked to v^w films . 

'and different forms of muldf-media. - 

music, radio, playy/'etc.) 
which will -be discussed students 
^ " and evaluated by the^ inj^uc^or through 

observation^ . 

M St:udents also will bergiv.en qiilture . 
I. capsules and nvi hi -dramas to Be 
1 portrayed and discussed thoroughly^ 
' This will be evaluated by the instruc- 
tor's o'bservations ,so that proper 
re cpmmendat ions' can be presented to 
the students. , = 



\ ■ 



r. 



BIRTH 

Before we discuss the- .ceremonies connected with 
bifth, we felt it would t)A interesting to begin with a 



short study of the Jewish and Catholic views toward birth 

\ 

and 
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and abortion , ;two topics which are highly 

ev^nt irKtoday's s^ocidty and^hich -are viewed 

different lyl3^(\h two groups 

When a Jewi^iSi cottp.lV marries 'they maR^^\a promise 

to fulfill- the.mitzyah of. *be fertile and increased' 

Hoi7ever, the pouple r^servej^ the right to plan their 

family^ as they choose/ Birth control does not pose a 

religious problem as long as they do plan to have 

^children at some futjure time. In fact, the Jewish 

f ailptSias /no restrictions on t)ie type, of birth control 

a'^couple decioes to use; even the "pill", which many 
^ r 

religiohs^ 9ondemn-> i>\all right to use since it **does 

r 

'J 

not ^ppoar to viplate the injunction against the destruc- 

.2 ^ • 

tion of seed*" The'^ decision of the numb'^er and timing. 

of children is" totally left up to the individual couple 

who realize the great responsibility involved. 

In contrast to the Jewish , views on birth control i 

a Catholic couple has no such freedom when they marry* 

« 

The Catholic Church regards .as sinful any attempt to 
♦ 

. -V ' . • ^ • . 

' • • .10 



prevent conceDtion by artificial means witH the intent 
to control the size of the family. The reasons for 
this vary- First pf .all, according to Catholic d^octrine 
the conjugal' act is one of procreative love and requires 
total self-giving.- Since ''contraception frustrates 
procreation and falsifies married love, it is iptrinsi- 
cajlly evil." . T^e Catholic Doctrrife endorsees the 
belief 'that using contraceptive devices Can encouraga__ 
sexual practices not included in the marriage contract - 
marit-al infidelity or simply . sexual acts performed 

solely for pleasure or for other self-centered purposes 

. ' • . ' ' ^ S ' 

which are contrary to a true and lasting love. 

In discussing cibortion, it is necessary to begin 

by,*civinf a^few simple definitions to make the explan- 

atipris clearer in the mind of the -reader. The Catholic 

^ 7— 

■ Encyclopedia for School and Home -offers five; 

direct - a deliberate effort to remove fetus 

crimina^l - performed with" the inte^^ to ^ 
destroy an unwanted chi'^,^ 

<? 

therapeutic - performed to safeguard the life 
or health of the mother^ * ; 

* indirect - a non-deliberate loss of a fetus ' 
resulting from an act performed 
fop a different purpose- 

spontaneous - not deliberate ; a miscarriage 

Members of the Je^>rish faith are rather permissive 

about abortion up to the thr^id month of pregnancy. The 

most'^ common reasons for performing an abortion at this 
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stage are the possibility o'f giving birth to a tie formed 
child, and if carrying the baby to full term would 
cause psychological damag.e to the mother • aftfer 
the fixis_t_jthree months of pregnancy a therapeutic ^ * 
abortion is permitted in certaiq* instances • The stage 
of pregnancy is of little importance in this* matter* 
The Jews believe the health^^of the "Another t6 be more 

'important, the reason being that\;he fetus is not 
considered a living soul until birthy Up ui3til\^hat 
time he is a potential life. 

It Is hoped that the reader dbes not believe fro^^ 

. the- pr'^cedinp: statements \ha^ the Jews permitS^bortions 
to be performed at the whim of the Toother or of ^i:^one 
else* On 'the contrary, they strongly believe that or 
must not tamper with a potential life for reasons of 
convenience, economics, or for personal reasons. 

'The Catholics, on the other hand, believe that any 
abortion (with the exception of a spontaneous abortion 
\;hich cannot be controlled and an indirect abortion, 
resulting, from treatment or s,urgcry) is immoral and 
crinindi murder since the^ immediate result is the 
some in each of the types defined earlier, the direct' 
takinf3 of the life of an innocent human being / Let us 

OivTe nete that the Jewish philosophy (as stat'ed -above) 
teaches that the fetus is not a human soul until *birth • 
' ' '.r)] ics "^ho futu:^ is J human beinc' with 
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a- soul much earlier. In the event o-f an indi^^ect abortio 

there is no question of crime or immorality. A. pregnant 

woman may receive any treatment or surgery which she 

would-, hav^ needed -if she wei^e Viot pregnant^^ven thouglr ' 

*such treatment may^ invariably cause an abortion. . This 

sometimes;- occurs in a -jnot her who -.undergoes an appendec-'^ 

, • ' 8 

tomy and who^in^ the proce'ss loses .her child. 



.'^hese attitudes "^owjard 'abdrtion follow the* mother * • 
into the delivery i:oom where complications^ /sometime ' . 

^arise. If a problem does occur which necessitates ' 
makinr/ a choice hetweefi the .life of. the mother^'or the 
child y J^/ish -law puts the mother-^s life" first until 
part of • the child's body ]\as emer'fed fpom the.^womb ^t 

^jrTfyicn tiipe the child has a soul, and. is now considered,' 
before the mother. - ^ ^ * t . . . 

Th-G Cathcxlic mother has even less .chance of sur- 
viyirtg a crisis in the delivery room. since her child • 

is agfull human hieing b.efore^ bijrth and any atte^npt 

• ^ . ' \ ^ ^ ^ • 

to save her by "Sasistrbj/inp, ^the child or hi*s chance of 

survival would l)e murder. It^ is Contrary fo Christian ' 

morality to do somethir;g eVil in order to achieve k ' 

'/jPod result* * ' . - „ 

o - ^ * * 

^The Jewish people .^iew the birth of a child' as 
-a -i^iessinp, from God.- the parenta-'are f ully .awsre of 
the oblif^ations they havp to the child. ? Theit^ rple 



is an important one since it is the parents who must 



moral guidance their children require* 



provide the* loving care, physical attention and ^"ttie 

' 11' 



•'.*\Th'e mother>^s'^ea^onsibility to her child begins 
even beforeV^he child isNDorn* In the* Bi&le (Book' of 




• / 

^Fudges ) ^there is a section v/hich refers to the)c&nduct 

. — ' . . i 

of the pregnant woman* There is, aXref^reijce ^i]|atd^to.^ 

the warning giVen to Samson * smother \thati.shQ^must .pot 

drink -wine' Vhile with ^child fop this will aff^qt the 

. 12 ' r.'v. -r - 1 



child's character. It is interestihg to nc|te that^_ 

this passage indicates\that even in ancierft eiim^s-;the 

mother's- diet w^s) believed to have an effeGt|ph her"*'/' 

chiljd's health and personality* '4 ''^ - 

/fccording to Jewish law, a child is t^Drn pure 
13^ . h 

and tree of all sin. " During^ the course Of his life 

he may be led astray but it. is the duty o:^ the^ parents 

to guide'hlm* 'This concept is signif icarft since 

Catholic law teaches the- exact- opposi'te they believ 

a child is born with the "original sin^'/ which is* 
* '. . * * "f*- 

a conseqttenpe of Adam's sin when he at^ from ,the < 

forbidden fruits and, thus, causing hip^ arid air his 

} * * ' 

decendents to loose the supernatural etate which Go(d 
had intended for all men* » ^ * ' 

In order for the child- to be .absolved, he must 
be baptized. Baptism defineid is a, ^'ceremony of : 
initiation by which ""-orte becomes, an actual member of ^ 
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.the Church (Uhris^t's f^ysticqj. Body), wiping ^out bo±h/ 
-r^6i?igihal and actu.a*! ^^n^and giving .V^^ceV* ^ .?he^ actual 

ceremony "^sr>penformed by ^a pElj^'art^ho-'paun's " ^at^^ . 
•<»^.t)je head .of the r^cipi^i^t^ pf the^blejs-sirng and -say^^r* ' 
'He v^ho. bel;LG!Ves and^ is bapfi zed - shall be- slaved.' (l^^k 
16 :^16 ) , \ 'The . pai^feht s and^ tKcr' gQdpareat-s • are pres'"ent * ^ 
; and they^ musX-f^. at^ *ht§ -ti-me f>rof e^S; their own farith ^ 
,an^«promise^^to%iv^' the; child a.feli^jidu^ education. - 

Onu Jev/rsh'rite vJhiolY has * no^ paratlei^inf- t}>e 
' Catholic Church is' the^^'idyon ^aben^or/' the redemption 

of the first-born . ^ ThB f irat-borT^^spii^ .was offered to 
•.God for the purpose of 'leadership and 'counsel and now 
he must b€f^ redeemed ^ thus givijig up- the "leadership tos 
the 'Kohen. (briest ) . The ceremony whidh 1;.^kes place/',/. 
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on tlic 31st day. of life, except on the Sabbath -or' 

festivals^ synbolicaily transfers ' the leader^ip from 
' , • / , '''-'^ ^ * . - 

th': child to the Kohen. It is performed, basically^' . 

by the father .paying' the i?edemption money to the , Kohen 

•7ho eitner return^ it to the fat-Kef^ or donates it to ' 

18 . / • ' : . 

charity . ^. - ' * , ' " . 

The Pidyon . Haben is; required if. • (a) the child- 
ir> the first-bom c|nd opens. the w^nb ,^,(b)' the .qhild 
15 a mal^^^___^^^j[gjL<^th^^^ not a ICohen or a .Leyi ^ 



nr^r tho mother, a daughter^^^ ' If' , . 

;jnv--»on'o ^f /thor>o three conditions i3 not 'pre^fent , .tHe'*- "^^^^^^"^T 
, cor-cniony ir, not re<|uired, 'Tor example, in the case 
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of a f irsf"-born male child born by Gaesar^^n sectio^n - 
he is riOt*" required -to^have a Pidyon Haben because he 

■ ■ [' ^ ' "' . . ' ' ,^ 

did not open th-e uomb. * ^ . . 

• '"^Ther.e are rio'.Jewis'h lAws which govern" the ^ naming 

of the child.'. However^ it- is^cuatomary to giveJ.the .-r ^ 

chi'ld a Hebrew or Yiddish name (relating to ^the Bible, 

' '\ " ' 20 ' ■ ^ ^ ^ \ 

God pr the 'Jewish people) which is used for religious* 

• * . \ . * " * V ' 

p,ur poses and- Hebrew lega-J documents., even though -the 

parents may sel^ct^^a ^enti^e 'name for birth records, . 

' ' . . r ' / ^ ' . 

and tiveryday. use . ^ »The^ Hebrew name provides the child 

t^ith'^an identification with- thp- 'Jewish people and-thexi^ 

faith.,* On their legal documents 'the name would appear. 

'as follows: . ' - ^ -/ , • ^ T ' ' 

name ben (son of V'fathen^s" name 
^^^^ ^ ^ ' - - / * ' ' ' ' ' ' 

riame ^bat ..(daughter of X'"f ^ther^s name > 

J'f-tlvl^f ather *i,s . Priestly or Levitical descent, the 

title Ha-Kohen or Ha-Levi*is addeci to' the*- n^me'. ^ . 

^ Many children are neOned af ter* a deceased^ relative « 

^whosc memory they wish tq honor ^nd ^ipre serve . This^, 

however, is up to the parents whotnjay rely pn .Ipc^l. 

cusfomn* - " ' • ^ ♦ ' 

Hone of .the references* used had any mention of 

laws 'ConcerniT^g the ^naming -of ' a Catholjic tchild. Mlox^eyer, 

in a survey of ^imary sources Ve found* that some 'parents 

« ' t,'* 

profer ta name\ tiieir children aftc^r' the S^aints, which ^ 
arc Humorous. * The child's name is used during>^:iier'' - 
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ceremony of Baptism when he ^ becomes an aat-ual member > 
of the church. .See- also 'Xphf irmation" wh'icli. will- b^// 
discussed later under t^he heading., /'Coming -of Age.'' . 

While the Catholi'c chilcl (both male and, ^ ^maieO ^ 
officially gs'^ff'liis . n^me during the^ peremon/ of Baptisijiij? 
the Jewish people'have . different 'procedures f or riam^ing ' 
children of'bqth sexes. The iemale .child is'^'named in'- . 
the synagogue when-her^" father is -called to-, tire 'Torah 

} - \ ' 23 ' :' ' • , . 

on the Sabbath following her birth. ■ ^; ^ - 
• ' fl)e\naminf^ of the Jewish male-ch'ild Qcciirs during ^ 
: a- cerejfnony caHjed the. Bris which is the Hebrew word, 
tor covenant or -agreement. The Bris i's a ^elii^ldus 
act, i:iot ^simply a surgical proc^edure , 'and fakes place 
-on' the 8th' day, after birth, 'evin ,if this day fails "ort * - 
.the Sabbath or a holiday. \ " 

. The Oris is one of the" olde^st rites in Jewish/ " ' 
ritual and its origin' can be fouhd%in the Torah \ ' ' 

• ' ^ , • - ' • , r 

^ "fhis is My/ Covenant V' ^hich y,e i ^ 
shall keep, between Me and you and * 
^thy/seed after thee: every laaleo • • ' 

^o*ng you shall be>^Gircumcised . > - 

/ And ye shall be circumcised in the 

■t; flesh of yo\ir foreskin , and it shall 
» ''\, |)o% token of rhe covenant * be twijct Me 

^and you. And he tlfat i^ ^eight days. ^ *' ' 
old shall be circumcised ajrtong you, -^r^ 
\ ^ every male-. throughout your generationsv 

'..The Br J^)o^^'in when Abraham, pledging to God ''.that" 

wouiVJ (^bi;(>z'^v/' His way,s' and follow >lis p»5rcepts " 
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circumcised^ his, son Isaac. Today i the f either of the ^ 

^' t •» • 

child appoints ^a. Mohel (a spiecially t^rain-ed person who 
observes' all the details of the law;in relation to the 
Bris) to ^perform the circumcision., .Tqd-ay, .the Bris 



still 'Signifies the bend of - unity for the< preservation 

'26 V, I* = 



of the Jev/ish pedp'le 



a/ 




5 




V 



1 



FOOTNOTES BLRTH ' , " • ' . 

1. Dohin, Rabbi Hayim Halevy, 197 2 . - • 

' 2. Ibi'd. . 
3' The Catholic Encyclopedia for .School and "Home , 1965 

.4. Ibid. ' .- . 

' < _ , • ' °, 

5. Ibid. ■ ' . • 

■ \ 6. Ibid. ■ , . ■ 

1\ Donin, 1972 ' - 

8, The Catholic Encyclgpedia for School and Home , '1965 

9. Frieman, Donald G, *1965' 

. .10- The" C atholic Encyclopedia for School and ^ome ^ 196 5 
• 11. Donin, 1972- ^ ' 

12. rrieman, 1965 ■ . . ■ \ 

'- ; :13. . Donin, .197 2 . ' ' , 

'1^- The Catholic Encyclope^dia f/jgar School and Home , 1965 
.15,<^.Ibid. ^ , , . ' • ' 

16. ^ Ibid. ' ^ - . ^ ^ - ' • ' 

Sn\: Ibid. • ' ' 

*H '18. Friemaxu_196^ ' . r 

• -,19, Donin, 1972 

'20. Frieman, 1965 . ' , ' ' . ' ■ 

.' 21. Donin", 197 2 « " " ' 

Ibid. . ' \ • • 

23. Ibid. - ' 

• ' ' 111 • V 



ERIC 



19 . 



1 

. • ■ \ '■ •. ■ ■ ' - ' 

' COI!T;'>" OF ACE " • ' " 

A child's iiiitiation into adulthood is an import' 
-^n!: event in his life. It is at this time that he--. 
b'?comes responsible for his own actions. 



Jewish boy looks forward to hi^ Bar Mitzvah 

on the firr;t Sabbath after his 13th birthday on the 

1 

Jpv;i3h calendar^ It is at this time that he is first ^ 
C'jlled ^upon to nai^ticipata. i n the Sabbat^i service by 
h^'icMnz the conl^regation • 'Jearin^^, the prayer shawl 
dii'i thv phy Icictf^rics , he reads aloud the section of, 
ti)^ Prophets adsignr-d for that particular day, lie 
V)ff^rs the appropriate blessings and then .his Tather 
r'ives a 'benediction , It is ^^ very joyous occasion. 
The Bar Ilitzvah' marl's the bef^nninjj «of adulthood' . 
the boy can now make vows, take a place when^a group . 
i-athers for comnunity prayers , f'cist on the Day of 
A*onemont, and accountable to God for his actions. 

l!voh thou*',h the actual cerdinc^ny of, the^ Bar Iiit;/ .vViU 
i' ^ r(*lt'jtivr»ly rio,v/ ritual (approx, I^th century), tho ' 
t^>rr.) i-; found i * the Talmud (La\'S»of the Jews)- Ac'cord- . ' • 
inn to -th'''* Jalraud a B ar flitzvah is ^'any JC'^ who \ " 

ot^s'--rvos the. comnandmonts • In ancient timefs i^^t .was , . . - v 
uncV r: rood that a* boy could bo called to read the Torah 

17 . . .V 
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when he was old enough to understand it and. the ritual 

U - ^ 

involved. " c - . , 

» 

Another ceremony which made its appearance recently 

(in the .20 th /century) is the Bas Mi^zvah . Essentially 

this ceremony is equivalent to the Bar Ilitzvah ,in that 

it giyes the Jewish girl recognition as a Jewess i It , 

is an acknowledgement of the understanding 6f her role 

that her* education and religious training have given 

hfer. It gives her- equal status with th^ male. This- 

seema to fit in hipely with todajL's Wo^ian's Rights 

5 — 

Movement. The Bas Mitzyah is becoming, increasingly 

popular amon^. Jewish families, religious schools, 

and synagogues wh6 wish .to mark th^ religious tui?ning 

point in the^r .young gij? 1^4^ -life . -As long as there are 

no violations of th\^ laws^^n the Talmud , there are no ^ 

. * 6 . r 

.objections to this innovative fceremony. 

/ J Both the Par ilitzyah and the Bas Mitzvah ceremonies 
^ — ^ — » — ^ ' — 

, are /Usually, follpwed by a great fe^t and gifts ^or ^ 
the honored .qirl or boy. v 

The ceremony , of Confirmation rather than being 
based on tradition has been a^dapt^d fv6m th^ Lutheran 
Church by th^ Reform movement in- JudaisTm. Pi^ior to. 
t'^e formulation of the Bas Mitzvah', the Confirmation 
was used to demonstrate the formal Jewish education 
.recoiyed by the giVls. Today, however, Confirmation 
IS done with a gnoup.pf teenagers who h-ave already 



received' their Bar 'or Bas Mitzvah, (usually at the age 
of IS 'or 16). .It is h ceremony ^ in Vhich. the .children 
of Israel confirm. their acceptance of Judaism and it 

:^ves to stimulate their interest, in religious educa- 
tion ^lyqnd the , Bar and Bas Mitzvah- 

E^ch coti^T^ation has its own rules about the 
qualifications 'for tfijg^^-c^remony and when and how it 
ds to t^ke place. Jrowever, it usually takes place.^ 
at Shavous which falls at the end of the scHool 
year.^ It seems fitting to hold Confirmation at; this 
.time 'since Shayuous marks the acceptance of the Torah 
by the Israelites at Jit. Sinai. The young people 
symbolfcally accept the tenets of Jewish lAw now that 

they have a basic knowldego and undel?standing of \ 

7 • 
Judaism, ^ ' ^ ^ 

' The Catholic C'fturch recognizes two ceremonies 

during which a chi;).d marks the beginning of. a new 

T>hase in his life^as'a member of t4ie Church. 

In 1910 St. Pius X (Pope Pius) decreed that all 

^children should make their First Holy Communioa^^^t 'the 

age of 7 for.it Is at this age that they po^-sess 

" ^ • ' : ' 

reason. Communioh is defined as ''the reception of ; - 

the Body and Blood of Our Lord"' present in the Holy- 

8. * 

Eucharist*" /Itsou i t' Ic *j ^n^ral nractico for 
\ - V V' , <j'*'^ I'oc r.tlpn oT this Hacrament has 
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>. since.- been decreed optional; and is often decided by 
tl\e, parents. A reference to Communion is foiind in the 
^ibJte in the Bcpok of . Lu)?e 22: 19-20. 

, *• . 'This is my body'which is^. being - 

/ ' • given for -you .This cup is the new* 

covenant in my' blood which shall be 
^ shed for you. ^ ' 

Communion continues throughout Christian life,'- 

however, the First Holy Communion is celebrated as an 

important event for the CathoLic child. 

It is not until a chil^ receives the Sacrament 

of Confirmation that he is brought spiritually to 

. adult age along with all *the .duties and responsibil-' 

ities pf a full Christian in the social life and action' 

^ of the .Church, and gives hiia-tjiefull gift. of the Holy 

Spirit. 'This usually - occurs around^He age of 12 

but this -is -not a'' strict rule. In order t^^-J:^ confirmed ^ 

a child must be Baptized in .the Faith, receive hi^s^r 

.her First Holy Communion, and receive substantia^/ relig- 

t, . ♦ ' 

' ious instructions • These instructions are given during 

the elementary school years of the child. 

. The Sacrament is administered by a Bishop or a ' 

duly authorized priest who' extends his Tiands^ tov>;ard 

those being Confirmed and anoints their forehead with 

Chri^n (olive oil mixed with fragrant balsam and blessed 

, • 10 , . 

• by the Bishop)^ in the form of the Cross, < During ^^e 

course /Of the ceremony, the recipients choose the name . 

11 

of a favorite saint to. add to their own. 
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MARRIAGE 



Selecting A Hate 

Rabbis encouraged people to^c^riy and ^ multiply , / 
but to exercise extrem^-^tfare in^^^seiecting a partner 
for life. The f^illoyi^^ guide lines from^.the 

Talmud and Proverbs from the Bible concerning marriage 
and selecting a mate. 

Talmucf ' 

r 

, 1. Hasten to buy lajid\ but be deliberate 
in selecting-^ mate. ' » 

- V ^He who Weds for^oney shall have un- 

worthy 6ffspriiig. , . 

3. Marry hot a woman for her mon^y or 
beauty, for these vanish and damage 
results . • s 

* , Proverbs :^ Bible 

1. House and riches are an inheritance 
from fathers but a sensible wife 
. is a gift from the Lord. (19.14) 

2* It is 'better to dwell in a desert 
. • land > than with a. quarrelsome and 

nagging wife. (21.19) 

3. He who finds a wife finds good 
^ fortune, and wins a favor from the 
Lord. (18.22) 

Days In Which Marriages- Can Be Performed 

Marr^a^es can .be performed on any day of the year 

ej^cept the fallowing: ' ^ ' 

" 23 , ■ 
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2/- Passover , -ShayuQus^x Sukkos^, ^losh; ; 
. HaShana and Yom Kippur^ ' * 

3.' In th^ course of Jewish history, the 
y -seven weeks betvjeen Passover and * " ^ " 
^ • ' ^ ' Shavu'6u<s have been marked with'many 

. ' * tragic events'. During the year 135 

nrany massacres of Jews took ■ 
place. It is considered by most 
Jews 'as a semi -mourning period -in 
^iK^w^ .\ which weddings are curtailed. 

^^^^ ^ - ' * (Frieman>, 1965) ' . ' 

In' a Catholic wedding, marriage^ were ijot allowed 

to, be performed on; Ash Wednesday and , -the following days 

until Ca'ster Cunday. ' . T - 

CruGin ' 4 ^ - . ' • - ^ 

^ Erusin cererabhy was the formal engagement of the** 

couple. It differed from the modern concept of engage- 

uiopt in that a form al .b^H Qf divert was necessary if 

the^^engagem^t was i^roken. The Erusin ceremony was 

the^' formal decraratiorl of the coi^ples intentions. 

llucH .hardship would' befall the bride-to*-be if. the weddi 

v;ould not take place, ^^o this is the reason for t>ie 

bill of $3ivorce in the' Erusin *cepei^onv. 

Also f.ormulated at the Erusin ce^j'empny was the 

Kesubah . (flarraige Contr^act)"* 

Iles^ rin ^ * * ^ * 

' Nesuin wcis the formal marriage curemony. Nesuin 

, cont^s from the Hebrew word maa'ning ''carry* . The brido 
, ' ' ' ^ ' ^> * • * 

v/as^ (Mrr\ied (jv oc^otted to the home of the groom. (Eri 
man, 1965) 



25 

^Ke Orthodox JevjiS^h' v/eddin<^. of the present corabines 
ir/ or^e. service' t4;e olh fornal^ ent7ap;enent , which is 
irr.nediatelv followed by llesuin Cerenony- *This is not 
t'ne case in a Catholic v;eddinf,. " The only requirement 
that must take place is the posting of the marriage 
•>'^anns. for three consecutive v/eeks. 
•/ ine * ^ . . 

' The Talr?.ud San:es sav that no relif^ious :ceremonies 
^iuould be cole,brat*ed with beverapie-s other than v;ine . , 
(^p3tein, 1072) Tlie "bric}6 .^nd r^r^oom, during the 
wcddin^'- ceremony, sip wine f^vova the Same qup to syTrffcolize 
that they uill si. are together all the/pleasures and' ^ * 
joys, problems an^ sorrows .that their futrue life 
a-^aits for, them. \ . ^ - . >* ' ^ 

''eddin^ 3and- * ^ . ' 



» . The tweddin'^^ riny^, is. placed on the forefinger, of 

^t>iO hride*r> rirht hand so that cveryp.ne can witness ^ 

this ac't clearly f 

Tlie Je^'/ish la^7 >:)re5cribes -that'- 4:he. wedding ring 

'Should be a 'soli^ gold rin^^ * Tlie^ reason for this is so 

t^IC- '>ride* nay enter into mcirriare without any' possibili*tv 

of deception. That's why jeweled rings are not alloi^ecl 

to be used as^ v/eddin'j rings . ' ' ' 

Ketuvah ' , 

Tl^o Kotuvah is the narr'iare contract. Its' forn 

. , ' / , - -V 

r.iaVoo clv^r the fact that mat^riMrA '^^^^3 a contractual . 

1 la t ion^hin belv/ocn both •pr»rti ei> 
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, ■ Itf would be mispleading to base a marriage contract 

solely on materialistic things:'. In the first place, both 

- have' t4> agree to the jnarriage; involuntary marriage was 
forbidden. ^' ■ ^ ' . 

. Presently in America the Ketuvah is frequently 
a symbolic document. No questions are aTjout the 

: ^virginity of the bride. There is no exchange of money 
between the father of the groom and the father of the 
bride. Only the giving of the ring by the groom tp 
the bride: The Nedan*or dowry has disappeared, but- 
the f orm of the Ketuvah document remains unchanged"* , ' • - 
(Ausubel, '197U)" *- 



Aufr'uf , . ' 

^"^^^uf means ^'to call up." On the Sabbath prior' 
'to the. wedding day, the grooni x-s called up to the Torah 
to honor his f orthcoifning. marriage'. - * - t 

Kesubah (Marrrage' Contract) ' . \ • ' 

In the year 30, dc.^ it was the man^s obligation 
upon marriage to give to the father of :tne bride a ' 
specific amount ^of money to' be held "in case of the - ' 
groom's, death or divorce.* (Ausubel, 1974) ' 

Today, the Kesubah is a religiously binding 
p-)cument attested* to by two witnesses who declare that 
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*th€iy observed the .teremony 'and saw. the bride accept the 
ring, ther'eby consenting \o marriage. 



Chupah 

The Chupah today is the' canopy under which the 
marriage service ta^es place. ^ * , 

The Chupah is -supported at each of its* four ,cprners 

by an ornamental pole. The material of its' roof is 

'made 'Of silk,, satin or velvet, ar^d embroidered upon 

it were the^LIebrew rubrics: \ * • 

^ . ^. "Ttie, voice .of the groom The voice. 
• * of the" bride/ ^ ' - , 

^ ''*The .sound of joy - The soAfic} of , 
• ; • gladness / ' 

' • ' : (Aiisubel,\L97U) 

Breaking' Of J The Glass ' - • 

\, In' t^he year S 86 B.C.E, , the Babylonians conquered^ 
. / ' / I • ^ i ' : . \ . . * 

Palestine and .destroyed the tord's Temple..' \ The Jewish 

•people were- carried into exile into the land of Babylonia. 

There -the' jews pledged that they^^^ould never forget 

• 'v;hat toQk place in Palestine, whi^ch is v;ritten in "the 

I'jVth/Psalm. ' * ' , 

The groom recalls the destruction of the temple 

through the symbolic act of broaking a glass on his 

w^-mU] i np. (lay. ^ 
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The modern Jev;ish weddinps have accomodated them- 
selves to the dragtically chariged^Jcircums tances of 
Jewish* life in America • The American Jew has man^ 
different religious movemenlls * The Orthodox, Chasidic, 
Conservative, 'anti Reform, each of which has* evolved' its 
wedding patterns. In America there has been an a-ccul-- 
turation of/ traditional Christian custom^. These have 
af fec'ted the liberal Jewish movements in the wedding 
ceremony. For instance, the bridal shower and 
double-ring ceremony are Characteristics of marriage 
practices among Christians-. (Ausubel, 197U) ^ \ 

Only at Orthodox and Chasidic 'Weddings are the 
ceremonies 'still the same as they were many years ago. 
Ofte can stilj. hear the old folk-tunes played by 
Klezmoriam (Folk-Husicians ) th^t accompany the bride 
,and gr.oon to the Chapah. 



The Traditional Orthodox Wedding DAni^s 

The traditional Orthodox Wedding Dances are:-^ 

1. Hora '. V 

2. I,lazel-tov tanz 

r 

, * 3. Machulonim tanz ' - 

4 > I 

At Christ i'm w6ddinp,s one can u'sually hear modern 
iini , i'c or imir;ir ol lh(> time;;, w<ilt:;cs and music from' 
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At an Or^^o(^ox weddinp; one will still find the - - 



Unterf ihVer. ^^.Yiddish' f or Escort ) Selected for this 

' f -V < 

- . y 

honor were tv;o mai!?ried couples ; one served as escort 
for the bride the othpr for the groom., (Aus^ubel, 197U^ 

At a Christian wedding the Unterf ihrer would be.^ 
comparable to ^a1;tendants., ' * 

It IS still customary at Orthodox weddings that 

as the bride, her parents, the Unte.rf ihrer , and any 

other close relatives hold li/^hted candles in their 

hands anci make seven circuits^, around the groom- (Ausubel 

>X; / — 

197U') . The reason for this isTap^ old protective practice J 

of th"^ Caba^lists for warding evil demons- 

Before the bride an d'^ groom be wed', they~^us^r=~^ - ^ 

fast jDn their weddinf^ day- This wacs an atonement for 

all their sins- * ^ 



,-AlthQUp.h there have been many c^^Jianpes and borrdwi-ng^s 

from the ' American Culture, the Orthodox Jev; (more 

than any other) fijrhts assimulation and altering 

» 

tradition. Thev carry over most of the values and 

customs that their fore-fathers treasured- The Orthodox 
I 

Jew reminds no of the V-ailinp Wall in Israel, lasting 
for generations upon generations . 



DEATl* 



^ All Orthodox Jews today follov; the ritual patterns 
for the dead -"that was fixed by the sages after the 
destruction of the - second' Jewish Commonv/ealth (70 C.E-). 

Death, as t]ie Orthodox Jew conceive s\of it^ ^does 
not end'^life, but returns the material body'^t^ dust* 
The soul, ^;hich is the part ^pf ^'JW, returns to Heaven 
to begin anev/ in the world- to cone, . . 

. Life is •t^^^'^t^i^tof the Almighty and only -He 5 
the giver of life, can . take^<>:^ck His gift of life. 
Therefore > nothinr shou^lrti^^j^^ (iiusubel , 1974) 

This is a very Qpntemporary anii controversial 
issue pertaining, to nercy killings and life. The 
Oi'thodox Jew is forbidden to hasten fh^ death of a 
' >iunan bbin<^ . A nuote fron Job govs. The Lord " 
giveth and the Lord taketh away. (Job 1 ^l) 
Qnai n ^ - , . % 

A perski who is a close relative of the dcceas'ed^ 



is termed an onain* He is not permitted to pterj^prm 
anv ^ Ilitzvos such as nrayer or patting on Te phillj ^n^ 
(Physlacteries) . 

An Onain (mourner) is not permitted to sit on 
chair, bathe, narticioate. in ^oyoua^celebrations' , c 
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hit- hair, sturly t'-ie Tprah; or preet friends for ..seven 
' day-i. TMs noriod" L-o" ea.lled.- Sitfinp Shiva'.' .The *' 
M'ebre'^ woro S ,lva me-ins Seven. , ' ■ - ■ 

The ^ first mention of mourning or Shiva is ''in the 1^ 

. «^ ' ' 

"boo^ of Genesi.s. - Jhen Jacdb died, Joseph-, his son 

' • . ' ' ' ' ' 

mourned for his father seven days . 

Preparation For The' Funeral 

The Chevra Kadishia (Holy Society) of the 'community 
is inunediately notified 'of the death. The members of ' 
the society prepare for Taha-rah , the ritual cleansing * 
of the body for burial ; * They wash^nd cleans^ the body. 

/After, the- body is vjashed and dried, it is wrapped^ 
ii? a white linen shroud se\;n with'l^rge loose stitches, 
^f the deceased was 4 'pious * Jev; , -like the Orthodox Jew^ 
t^ieri he is wrapped in hi- prayer ' shawl (tallit) v/ith 
one', of the frinr^e? cut to svnbolize that the dead are 
net responsible for obsor '^^ior the mitzvos, 

Perljaps tbe single juost non-vTewish burial^practice 
of^the Gentiles is : ^ r 

^ - , . If a man, he is usually buried' in 
^ ''l^ck^ tuxedo or suit\ 

If a woman, she is 'buried in an' 
evenihg dress. 

rheif the body is place^fd in the coffin in front of which 

mourners nay pass to paV las-*- respects and/or pray. The 

coffiri uav or may not be o3-)en .' The relij^ious custom of 
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the formal attire for the deceased/is related to the 
l^asic belief in Christianity of t-He immortality of the 
soul -and on after life. Therefore, it is both^a time/ 
of sadness, and^^^^j^qy wherein the (jiceas^ed is attired 

apprppriately to meetVhis ""ISicbvioW.' 

\ ' - * ^ 

The Orthodox Jews a're buriied in a coffin made of 




plain pine boards, It*^'^lTnSlt\p and shows all the 

imperfections of the grain. This symJb0li2.es the 
impe«rfection of man on earth • 

Instead of the .coffin being , nailed , as do the 
Gentiles, it is glued. 

The reason that all Orthodox 'Jewish preparations 

for burial are the same is that it doesn't matter if the 
'deceased, were rich or poor, because in death the Lord 
declared, "j^ii "^^^ equal before God.'- 
FUnerar Service ' ' 

A very ^.simple service is plrescribed by J^ewi'sh law 
as a symbol of resignation and acceptance of th^ judg- 1 
ment of God,, (Fri<?man, 196 5) Orthodox Jews have no 
liturgical or prescribed service for funerals. The 
Rabbi selects apprppriate Psalsm, 

V/hen' the Rabbi* finishes the service, the mour?ners 
, crowd around the grave. The coffin is lowered slowly 
while the Rabbi ^prays for the decease^. Then the 
mourners cast a little earth on the coffin of their * 
belbved. 
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"Keriah , / ' 

. Keriah is Hebrew means ''rending* or tearing of the 
^.'^irment* After tile funeral service, the imnedlate kin 
tear their garment in the upner corner to symbolize 
a death in the family. 

Every mirror in the house is covered and turned 
to a wall* The Reflection of a human being', whether 
seen in the water or in any polished surface is his 
soul* Thus, if the .soul of the d^ce^sed should see the 
-reflected image of any. mourner . it mij^.ht try , oat of 
love, fo snatdh the live '-relative away to the other 
world. (Aus'ijihel, 197«+) ^ - ' 

Another interpretation(of the covering of *^il 
reflective surfaces is that looking -into, a mirror shows 
sings. of vanity One should not he concferned with th'e 
way. one looks but^with life itself. 

^?hen the mourner arrives home fron .the cemetery, 
the mirrors should be covered and he should immediately 
lif^ht a candlg. that| burns for seven days. 
Wuda's Halrg-Ah ,J > V ' 

It IS customar^^ for friends or nei^.hbors to prepare 
the fii^st meal after the funeral. Jewish custom suggests 
tliat the first meal should include hard- boiled. ep,cs*. 
Fcps symbolize new Ij-fe and hope for^ the' future . Life 
mmt on.' (Trleman, 1965) ' 



Jewish Sages, have divided, the period of mourning, 
in accordance with Biblical law^ into three stages' Qf< 
varying ^mtensit^. ' / • 

The first period., known .as Sheloshim (thirty) 
relates to the fijrst thirty days after a death, ^ ^ 

Th.e second stage embraces the twelve months from 
.t>te time of the death to -the end of j the twelfth month- ^ 

Yahrzeit is the thrid stage and 'begins on the . , 
anniversary of tiie death of : the individual. 
' Yahrzeit " . * ' 

A twenty-^four hour. caWdle commonly called- the-' 

Yahrzeit candle , is lighted in the home in observance. ^ 

of this day. It is. also' the religious duty of -fehe Jew' 
/ * • , ^ • ' 

to fast ^oh Yahrzeit. * . • • 

'it i3 an- ancient custom dating from the -days^ of 
Jacob, who set up a tombstone at the head of the grave 
of his fa-^her'in hpnor^ of the departed/ . 

, Unveiling of the tombstone is held^ at ;the end of 
the first year. - It is 'customary' to hold services at 
thcj- grave site. At^this^ service the Rabbi gives the 
dedication in memor^^ of the deceased. ' * ' 

•"On the tombstone the najne 'of the deceased is ^ 1 
inscribed with dates of birth. and death-'also with the^ ' 
jreiationship of the 'deceased . ' — ^ 
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Yizkor 



. „ Yizkor is a prayer memoi?iali2ing the^ dead\in the. , 
synagogue durijig Yom Kippurv , Shemini ^Atzeres, Passover^, 
and Shavuous. The Hebrew word YizJc'or meaiiS', 'May he ^% 
remember.'', Jews-^ask God to reinenber the deceased • 
tFj^ieman, 1965) ^ * : . • ' . . , ^ 
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^" • " . CHILD REAEirlG- PRACTICES . 



V.,. 




; CHILD REARING PRACTICES • ^ ^ . 

^ . '"Ye shall be. fruitful and multiply,'!; is the .first 
commandment of the Tor ah. ' Jews want children, not only 
because it is writteri in >he Torah,' but because a womah 

.is fulfilled or '-made whole ' by having cjiildren. Child 
ren are a joy, and a- blessing. . ' ' 

The'" first months of the baby's life are surrounded 
with a tremendous amount of attention, warmth', and 
tenderness." The baby sleeps- vith its mother St "first, 
then in its ' own cradle or swinging crib, which is very 
close to her. The infant is. rocked constantly and if 
this motion is stopped he awakes and smarts to cry^--^/ , 
tie is then picked up. and carried . > Often the mother ■ 
ni-l-l-s^img-^oftiy-^^y-tftm until he" Tails asleep again. ' 

.The child is cared for by the mother or by a .f emal? ~ - 
relative- The fathe*'^ plays a liifiited role at this 
stage . . - ^ ' . - 

.^The baby is wi^apped^'^f irnly. in soft% warir clo^Iier . 
This conveys- U^nderness^^ Elicit ude-^- and protection 
from the h^ai-^sh world, light, cold air, and the »*evil 
yyt-". The swaddling is also believed to keep the baby's 
ler :_and back ^trdi^bt. A few times a day these cloths 
-r- rePDVed to permit; the baby to'move freely. The' b-od^- 

38 . c * 



massaged. The baby is given ^ warm bath daily. 
This entir'e procedure is accompanied by tender cooing. 
^Tne-hair is brushed / and aa soon as the male baby has 
enough^ hair;, * ear locks C'peyos'O are shaped and remain 
^here as long as he liV^es . 

' The young are carried aground or rocked by ojder 
brothers and sisters. The mother continuously sings' 
and talTcs lovingly. Jather, older children and 
visjitors* coo and u^ baby^anguage in a sing-song voice. , 
.The house -is alv/ays , filled V7ith worlds. This' helps 
the child enter more easily into, the Jewisl^ world 
which is extremely verbal. WorSs and talking come to 
mean warmth /^af£act ion a?nd. s^cuirity while \silence is 
associated with 'rejT^ction. 

/ FoQd iW also associated "with watrmth and affection* ■ 
The motfi^r receives,' gi?eat ^pleasu^e in breast feeding her 
children. .The baby is breast ffed as often as he wants* 
^VJhen h© cries the mother assumes he is hungry.* If he . 
isn't hungry the* signai must. jDe an inrdication of some 
other real discomfort. The immediate comforting ^alid 
attending to the, baby ' s crying" is not considered "spoiling'' 
but rather correct procedure . In the average middl^- 
crias^Am^anica^ family, on" the^dther hand, a new born 
infant is frequeT^tly f ed; ^on a sdheduje rather than ^'on 
demand." Ft is not always taken for granted that the 
motheir wil] breast feed today.. Furthermore, the average 



44 



■J ^ 

■■■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ V '4 

■ \- ' • • 40 ' 

Ajnarican mother places greater stress- on sterilization 
of bottles and the baby's ecuipmeat than does the ' 
Orthodox* Jewi sh* mother . 

In further contrast to the infant in- the traditional 
Jewish family, the ifiodern iUiorican parent- would , pro-- 
bably not picJ^'uD or rock^th^ vcJunp child uzhenever he ' 
cried, particularly Jieyond , three months- ^This would be 
considered 'spoilinp/' the baby. However; the use of a ' 
pa>>^^r^ is nol; uncommon to^console or Quiet dovm a. 
cry i nf: * ?^^y • - ' <v - 

V^li^n the Jewish mother becomes pregnant ap,ain the 
ba^y nust be weaned' a1^ once . -W^ is vfeaned to- a cup or 
a spoon. T]>e chifid is never permitted to breast -feed 
'bayond the age of four since Jev.'ish law prescribes tliat 
no aduii--iAay— SAickle at mother, s" breast- The child .is 
intj'oduced t6 solid food and , -by.- -the age of two, the 
__-±>aby sdts .1^ "the tarf'e v;ith the famiHy'and eats" table 

• '.food'. •• 

^It -as' also .quito normal for the younf^, child in', ' 

^' . — ¥ ' 

the y^jnerican family to si^'<it tlie \able for meals, v;j.th 

the res:^ of tj'm fainttly 1>v the time he is a- toddler / He 

• ' ' ^ • ; ' ^ . • 

ea,ts table food soon after he has sufficient teeth f or ^ 



che/mpi. and is^^^couraged to- feed himself as p art * ^of his ^ 
ppcp-aration^-fr^T^ ^ - 

To^et training of the Jewish infant begins, a little 
"^'tS'Sfore- six 'months. Stress is placed on the f<^'ct that 
*^ 'pro?>e-r- e^iiaination is necessary for .rpott. health . 
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. A youn<5 child is encouraged bv v/ords and Drais^ if he 
does well. If he is 'nauphtv the sound - 'pheh,*pheh* 
is m^de to sho\7 djL&appro\;al . Early accomplishnients such 
» as &tandinf;> walkinf^ and especially talki^ng., are a 

source ' of preat oride to the parents* 4>'n th,e other hand 
s^ow developn)ent causes the parents pri-va^te concern. 

The- age of 'six^^months is concidered too young For 
'Starting toilet: training by inost American parents. One 
*and a ha'lf or tw years of are rs closer to "jthe expected 
^ge for such tr^aining • Uith regard to the baby's ^4r^ 
•develcpmenjal accoTnoii^ments a sirailar sense of, pride 
\is evidenced in i^m^rxcan culture. 

*• • Gi^eater ^nobility -.elipits increased concern on the 
part of both Jewish parents. Father nou, takes a greater 
interest in the child and. even holds the baby * iri' his^ lap 
vtrhile he studies. The cViild, however will ali<iays be 
mother's baby. i'iothor con,tinues to be concerned about 
apnetite.'^ ohd^^physical uell-peinf: throughout the, ^chi Id '^s , 
life. ^ ' ^ ^ . ^ , 

. \Jeepinr is an acceptable show of emotion for v;dmen 
. and children-. Even men ^can. display tear^ in.^'certain 
rituals, althoug-n "they, are not expected., to Weep as freely 
as .^^omen or children; 

Uowever, in the rnainstrf^aJn ;\merican culture., the 
attitui^e towarcfs -weepinp, is tjui^e different. *An open 
display of tears by boys .Ind ren is generally. frov7ne(ll^ 
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upon.' A ' stiff upper lio' would be more appropriate 

) 

than ^^eeping. in fact, one often hears a crying child 
told, "Don't be a cry baby, or 'Don-t be a sissy.* 
American children are encouraged to be independent at' 
,an early age. 

In regard to the Jev7ish child • s * attitude tow'arc} the 
parents, this can be summed up in the' Fifth 'Cpramaridment', ' 
,v;hich states:, ^lonor thy Eather and Hothei^/- "It is 
expected ,that children would be loyal and devoted .tg 
.^heir -parents and grandparents throughout their. entire 
lives. Ajs* to siblihg^j strong fcies and deep devotion 
are always exnected. Life-'long loyalty and. caring are 
adhered to in. this close and warm family unit. 

" The attitude toward grandparents (and-oldei^ people 
in general) in contemporary American society is^ not 
generally bashed \pn devpt^^on^^car^*''^^^ Rather^, 
our society youth-oriented.* Often 61dexLJi£opJ.e* - 
-live on a fiix^d, l®w income. Vlany reside in a'^'nur$:j.ng 
•.home, ^ or residence for' older people, rather than in ^ 
,f]^e home of their children '"or grandchildren. The 

11 — ■ 

hiidlear. family is the. basic unit of family structur^iv 
. ^ \ 

In essence, the Jewish family' is ^e center of 

traditional way of life. It is the family unit which 

gives strength and vitality to^the Jewish life? ^'^^ } 

is" the 'family which has kept Jeya-s^h history and tradition 
12 — iP=-^. ^ • 
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Ho\:ever, in contemporary American society > the 

purpose of marriage Is not to preserve the heritage of 

the past or for building the future of society, but 

rather for the enrichment o*f lives in the present, - 

ThQ extended faiTiily is now far-flung. The nuclear 

fariily* is all-important. The ide^l family in our 

urban ••modern society is the independent^ self-sufficient, 

' • / 13 
self-contained one. 

* The Jewish family is malo oriented.' The men are,, 

^iven central social respolisibilities ^'S wfell^ats*^. . 

dominance in intellectual and religi'oUs ma'frter^. .4^^ 

Thus r in j^he/family^se^tting the rearing children is 



the principal .goaT, especially mcile cHi^^en ^nd tlieir 
education. • J'Ke pother usred f o^ teath hi-6 son self- 
defense skills. It was also<hls obligatipn to. teach 



his son some skill to permit* him to"^ax^ a livelihood 
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It i-s the father ^s respcJrvs^bility , 



too / to provide for <*iis children's. needs* But c3fte 



the mo.s.t basic duties is his son^^^r^tigaous education , 



The motR^rT'^o. is**an ^Sucator.^ She^xiver^ee 
^..thc^^a^veOxicment of-* the children '^Rar act er and moral^ 
--ftCPUth^-She helps mold^^heir baiB^or^ * asi;^ noted by 
"the -Biblical Pro^rb^;! : 8 . 'Hear, my-son^ .the_instructxon 
of thy ^atlrer-^^^^^^d^ forsake not the IzeachinV of thy 
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' With ref?Ax^d to cliGcLpiinc- , Jewisli lav spc^cl^ies 



\ U4 

that nunishnoni: riust never be overly stern or cruel* 

Chdldren are to be corrected wit?i patience, love and 

i^eason, not oUysicdl force* It is believed that^ a 

healthy family atntosphere , ;jrdwin?^ from parental love; 

16 

will engender a healthy attitude in children. 

It miist be noted that most of these patteijns of 
fr->rriily life and interpersonal relationships described 
above in the Orthodox Jov^ish family stem froro the 
SLtetle life (tire life of the Jewish cpmiflunities in ' 



sr.air towns * and villages of Lastern 




iv.ttern^s continue to be by Ashkeaazi and Hasidic 



a? they liv^- . n ^jrierioa today* 
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• KASIinuS'H « 

The Orthodox Jen in particular.^ because of the 
difficulty in fulfilling all the. laws / tends to live in 
fairly larp.e, closed-knit communities. 

Orthodox 'Judaism is basec^ on the Torak and the:Talmud 
A central conviction in 'Judaism is obedief^ce' to the 
Ilitzvahs (or la\/s) laid dovm by God-^frid given to Mioses 
in the Torah. This body of law. knovm- as Halakah , is 
intended to control every aspect of existence for the 
pious Jew, from the \;ay he prays to the way he eats, ^ 
fro^' his ethical behaviof^ to his sexual behavior. 

There are 63,3 Mit2;vahs or Commandments v;hich were 
ixTipartod to Moses (348 )^rohibitions and 248 positive 
precepts). AI>1 deeds have a liturp;ie^l signi^ icance^ and 
man r^.ust be conscious of his.'Iaker at all -times'. A'' * 
pious'^Jow wears ah *inner fjarment called a Tallis , 
''hich has frinr^es on its' four corners to remind the Jew 
of his obedience to God, (Kertzer; 1961). Every , 
Jevish home has a yezu:^ah fastened to the doorpost ^ 
^^^rvo a reriintfer of. God"' s will. 

The' Jewish laws* that nost peo'ple hat^e heard about . 
are those ap^lyinr;; to food, the laws of Kashruth. Accord- 
inr to fnecal et al (107 3) those laws are based on 
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Leviticua 11:1-43, which tells which foods are regarded* 
as Kosher, Verses 44-45 5tate , 'Tor -J am the Lord "your 
God:^ yoii shall sanctify yourself and be holy/' * Verses'/ 

.20:25-26 state, "You shall set aside the clean 
beast from the unclean.**' • 

The main dietary laws are these. All vegetables 
and 'fruits are Kosher and may be served with either 
meat or milk meals. Any fish that has both fins and 
" scales is considered Kosher. Fish ma^^ not be cooked 

'Jrofjethei;;^ witl> meat ,> but can be cooked in or with milk. 
Host dome^Vic^fowls are Kosher, Wild birds and birds 
of prey are tf^eif. Treif is the word used^ f or any 
food that is nat Kosher. Hot only are there restrictions 

"^on kinds of drbod>, there are also rules about when food§ 

may be eaten. To eat meat "and dairy dishes in the 

same me^l is not Kosher. A certMn time must elapse 

aft^r catine a dairy dish ^before a pious Jew will eat 

• » , 

. rncat* Sef)arate pdts are , used f pr ^cooki^g and separate 

« ' ' ^« li • * 

dishec are used for eating these foods. 

There is a special way that livestock njust be pro- 
cessed according to the laws of Shehitah . this regula- 
tion is prpbably best observed when there is a Kosher ^ 

butcher in the neighborhood. <^ The Orthodox Jew when 

'J 

traveling must many times carry his food,* utensils and 
dinbes with hxm. This is undoubtedly one of the i^easons 
tluit Jewr. cominf; to this countrv. .showecT a tendency to 
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' to' congregate in large -cities . * ^side ^from *kinship ♦ 
and friendship nee^ds being more' easily filled, it was- 
more , possible to observe these laWs near a butch^ shop ^ 
^that was Kosher, ^ , . \ . ' - 

The emphasis on- dietary laws is reflected in ^ 
* traditional Jewish attitudes towards life within the family 
circle • The foundation of the Jew's moral strength is 
the family, which is regardeci as the sacred foundation*- , ' 
of all life, ttie heart not only of daily living, but of * 
the religion itself. For this rea'son, almost all* Je-wish 
religious holidays plac'e as much emphasis on home 
ceremonies as on the synagogue ceremonies. The fundamental 
purpose of the Sabbath is . to reinforce family solidarity. . 
^ The Sabbath begins with the lighting of candles 
before sunset on Friday,- and is ushered in with the . ^ 
recitatioiT'of prayet^s, . Its* restfulness is maintained 
by an. emph^as is- bn 'Studying the If.orah ^or*0^almud- ,The 
Orthodox Jew rejects^ every effort to define Judaasm 



as J^v^ely an ^thical or moral code, rather he .believes 



in the (mi^e ch^acter of his flaith*, and in a his^tori-,^ 
cal and divine necessity for €he survival. of the Jewish^' 
people < 

The Jew has survived many trarjedi^ss in parf through 
, the strong emphasis . on family lafe and in^N^accepting^ 
tradition as the deLeipmiiier of roles within .the family- 

Structure* Although friendship patterns .with .Geijjll-es 

■ * \ " * ^ ' ' ^"""^ 

\ 
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exists they are limited many times to the work 



world, while social life takes place within the family 
circle • 
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, -CURRIiCULUM FOR ORTHODOX JEWISH CULTURe"' 
Films: Titles ' . ■ 

c 

Note - Films may be rented by contacting: (A- D.) 

J.J. Goldberg ' ' 

American Jewish Congress 

15 East 8ifth Street 

New York, New- York 10029 ' 

A. Chasid ' ,, , 

"A sensitive film on the Chasidim of 
Williamsburg" (J. Green 35 min. Black ■■ 
and White) 

B. Black Jews of .'Elmont (N.J..) 'A fascinating 

look at a fascinating community - Unusual" 
(Av:?. Goren 25 min. Color) 

C. Aba ."A warm- portrayal of an old Israeli 

. Jew" ^(Bernie Limberg 20 min. Color) ^, 

_D. 5^r Mitzvah "Tongue in Che^k impress iofi 
of the Bar Mitzvah ceremony as viewed by 
thriteen year olds." (Bernie Finberg 20 
mm. Color) . . = • , 

Hote - Films E-L. (Feature "ilms) and other' " 
films can be found in catalogs 'of vhe 
two largest film rental agencies: 

Audio Brandon ^' . •• - 

Ji^.Mac pueston P.arkway 

Ht. Vernon, Hew York- 10550 . ■ . 

Contemporary Films ^ 

Princeton Road . ~ • ■ . ^ 

" " Hightstown , New YorJ^8520 ' , ■• ' 

i:. Impossible or Saturday - Brandon" 

^IZX-jtliey ^.'s House ^ East Coast Productions 

G, Exodas .- United' Artists ■ ■ 

' . ■ ' 52 . . ■ - , 



r 



53 



H. Biary of Anne Frank — Films,* Inc.v. 

I. Judgment at Nurenberg - United Artists 

J. Gentleman^s Agreement - A.D.L. 

K. The Shop on Main Street; - J.U.B. (15 'E. 2fith 
Street /New York 10010) 

L. Fiddler on the Roof 

Some of the above films can be seen from time 
to time at local theaters or on television. 

• V 

1 1 • Filmstrips - 

_ Catalogs for filmstrips deaJLing v;ith m^yiy Jewisji 
subjects, particularly etiucational , are ayailable 
from: ^ , 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations) 
838. Fifth Avenue * ' 

New York, New York 100 21 

The Eternal Light ^ 
3080 Broadway 

New York, New York 10027. • ' \ 

III. Films: Sample Activities and. Objectives 

* A. After viewing selective films the student 

will be ablfe to point out and discuss such 
issues as: 



Cultural differences and similar- 
ities between Orthodox and middle- 
class Americans. 

2. ^ The main points of the film; . 

3. Points, of interferences which lead- 
to misunderstanding or conflicts 
between Orthodox Jews and midale^^ 
class Americans. 

** 

4. To evaluate any changes in their 
attitudes after viewing the films. 

5. ' Can the students^ devise ways in 

which these conflicts can be minimized. 
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Suggested Readi^ig^ \ ' ^ 

A. Hasidism (Eastern .JEurope .) . 

Mintz, Jerome, In Pra^fse l>f-the^ i , 

' Bai .Shem Toy; - The Earliest Col- 
lection of ^Legends— ato^ the Toui^er - 
of; Hasidism . .Bloomington ^^'S^enMiq: ,> , 
Indiana. University- '^"^ 



2 . Buber ,^^|U'rtin» Ta-leg o^f^he Hasidism : 
The^Ear^I'y Mast^s ^^ew YorJc; ' Schocken, 
19.1+7. Goliedtion of Tales. 

3. Same as above, "The Later Haters" 
191+8. 




A ^g.eople Apart ; 
New York: Dutton", 
Ess^iLww. 



and Garvin Philip r- 
Hasidism in^ America 
1970- Photpgraphi^ 



Ilintz t^^e32Qme ^ Legends of; the -Hasidism 
An IntroductTorr:^^^ Qulture andT 

Oral Tradition, xn the New World . 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press ^ 
1968.^ 



B. Uocumentaries 



.1 



Sa'riders , Ronald. The Downtown tfews . 
Portrait of an Immigrant G^ner^ition . 
New' York Hamper, 1969. \ ' 

Schoener, Allo^Ed. 
The Lower East?- 3i(te 
New York 



1967 . 



Portal to America : 
^, 1870>-1925 . ' ' 
Holt , Rinehart* and I'/insxon 
Photographic Essay. 



3. Golden, Harry. Pictorial/ History of 
. ^^--r-.-. Jewish Immigrants to N .Y* C ^..J"900 . 

. U. Frank 7" Anne. Diary of Anne Frank . _ 

C • V Fiction an d Short Stories 

1. Asch, Sholem (vrote about American 
; ^and European jeu:/Ah life) play.s , 
short stories y novels and historical 
novels. (Best knovm novels are: ' 
The Ijazarene; ) Thx^ee Cities > Hotke the 
Thief, Salvation." ^ 



2. Sholem. At^db^gm - one 

writers, of Yiddish Literat u re , Mosi 
^famQus stories are Teyya the Dairyman, 

Clater known as) Fiddler On The Tioof ^ 
^ deciyed from his ,Wri tangs and characters; 

3'. Wiesel^ E-lie. Authpr. of many novels, ^ • 
^among which Tare : Night , The gajres- of 
the Forest ; The Town Beyond the Wall ^-. 

. . 'I 
* Singer, Isaac Bashevis. .Great world 

literary ;fi^\are . * Writes in Yiddish , 
and works are translated into English. - 
* Novels and short stories . Collection 
of short s'torles: Jn My Father's 
Court , The Seance^, Qd'^pel tlie Fool ; 
Short Friday . Novels : ' The Slave ; Satan . 
in Goray ^ The Manor . 

5 . Potok , Chaim 'Hovels : My Name is Asher 
* Lev^; ' The Chosen ^ T^e, Promise . 

6. 6olden, Harry* Prolific write?? of ^ 
stories, novels > documentaries • He^s 
noted for his portrayal of Jewish 
humor. Among his many wox:ks are; 
Enjoy , Enjoy ;^ Esy Meirikind r ' For Two 
Cents- PAain ; Golden Book of Jewish Humor ; 
The Greatest Jewish City in The World ; 
Long Live Columbus ; Travels. Through Tew- ' 
ish America . ' ^ . 

7. Goodman, Henry, ed* (translator) • ' The 
N^w Countr y^ . Scories from the Yiddish 

' About L if e in Amex'^ica / ' " ' ^ • 

b. Yiddish Language , " ' ' 

- — ^' • ... ■ ^ ■ 

' L. ■ Rosten, Leo. The J o ys oT Yidd:. :\\ . 
^ fAlso wrote humorous short novel 

of immigrant • experience In English ( 
Night School.) .'*The Education of 
Hyman Kaplan.*' 

Suggested Readings: Samp le- Activities and Objectives 

A, Book R eports ' ' " - ' ' 

Student will read a-t lea§t one book from ':he 
' list of lequirecT readings and will be able 
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to fir^sent ' an 'oral and written jsummary of the 
book. .He will be able to describe: 

1. Some traditions in Jewish culture 

and compare them t9 average American 
culture. 

B, The Student will be able to prepare a 
dramatization' or role playing from a sequence 
in one of the books depicting a.'cultural 
aspect that the student became* awar'e of 
through the r^eading . 

C. After heading, the books the student vzill 

be able to list those myths or Stereotypes- ' 
which the book* dispels and those values 
which were sup^jprted. 

Culture" Capsule: Activities 

A. After role playing or viewing the attached 
culture capsule students will be able to 
participate in discussion of question at 
the end of the capsule. 

B. Students will read and discuss attached 
"Introduction to Culture Capsule. 

C. Students will be able to write their own 
culture capsules in. small groups. 

D. Students will be. able to aj^alyze their 
culture capsules. , ' ^ 

Music : Activities 

A. Concerts : 

.JewisliS£pstival of Arts. It' includes 
a variety of artistic experiences. 
Garden State Arts Center - Annual 
Jewish Festival 5 Judge Donald Meyers , 
Chairman; Holmdel, New Jersey 
♦ ^ 

2. Radio concerts^ WQXR presently broad- 
^ calsts Israeli ,4nd -Jewish Liturgical 
Music rrom 1:05 - 2:00 P.M. on Sunday . 
afternopns. Consult listings-^f or 
up~to--date details. 
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c Music; 



57 



dents will go to hear Hasidim 

singing' at the Lubavitqh or Bobov or 
Modzits, synagogues , ;Located mainly 
in New York City, and also elsewhere, 
and get into .the music as well as the^ 
entire scene. The t)est time for singing 
and dancirig is • Sin.hat Tor^ , or if^ 
possible^, a wedding or some such simha 
(celebration) in the Hasidic community. 
At Lubavitch in New .York, contact: 

Rabbi Shalbm Ber Hecht 
Machaneh^Yisrael House 
President^ Street fcorner of 
Kingston Avenue 
. Brooklyn, New York 11213 . 

(For 'the teachers use) The Jev/ish 
Music Council off ers/ information, ^ ^ , 
catalogs 5 and resources on Jewish music 
to Individuals 'and group§-tjt«JJrite them 
-at: ^ 



Nati<?haX Jewish Welfare Board 

15 East 26th^ Street 

Nfew York, New Ydrk 10010 



VIII. 



Museum Visits 

■■■ ' X 



A. 



Jewish Museum, 5th Avenue ^at 92nd Street, 
New York City* Permanent and everchanging 
exhibits . * k ' ^ 



Saturday 11:^ A.M. to 5:00 ?A\/ 
Sunday and' Holidays 1:00. P.M. -.5:00 P.M. 

Over 30 tapestri^es from The Manbush VJorkshop * 

in IsraeL-, ^om dfe^gns by ^h artists as 

Janco, Raltntt^^aJld^^^^ 

"The Passover' Story^Vi^fi];^^^ 

celebrating the Biblicalrstory==^f-^tti^ 

and 'features 11 paintings by Ben Shahn ^ 

(1898-1369). Through April 30. 

Mondays -Thursdays 12:00 P.M. - 5:.00 P-M'. , 
Sundays 11:00 /WM^^a^ P>k \ 
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. Metropolitan Museum of Art '(5th Avenue at 
80th Street, New York City) Special Pass- 
over Exhibit* 

The Passover Story - The Metropolitan 
Museum will 'open an exhibition on . 
Tuesday which offers a loolc at the 
Jewish home at the time of the Passover 
Seder • Manusc3nipts , incunabula and 
other ritual objects made for the 
, domestic celebration willxbe.on display, 
including, a rare 15th century Hagg^dah 
in illuminated manuscript the earliest 
example of a printed Haggadah, and a 
group of gold," silver and ruby wineglasses 
and gobies from Germany, Italy and. \ 
Bohemia. " '^^^ ' 

' ' Ac'trvities ^. ^ ' 

Students will^ visit museum. and will be able 
to give an oral presentation on the topic 
he found most interesting. 



IX. HoM 



days 



. A. ^ - Stude'nfs , ^iTi^ small groups , will research a 
^ specific Jewish festival or holiday'in regard 

to traditions , historical background, and 
food customs'* 

1. 6i?^p reports .will be 'shared. Realia, 
newspaper articles photographs , 
replicas, posters, etc, will be 
. f>r Utilized ixy the presentations. 

/ * 2.. If facilities are available, student 

. will prepare traditional dishes,, to 
* . . ba shared by class members. Recipes 
will be made available to all. 

B. If possible, exchange of social vis-its will 
take place, for -first-hand knowledge of the 
Jewish culture in a home setting (a Holiday 
_ or Sabbath meal might be suggested.-) 




ERIC 



INTRODUCTION TO CULTURE CAPSULES 





1. What i s a "Cultut^ Capsule?" 

A Culture Capsule is^?^ in^ructi^nal d^ice con- _^ 
sisting of a conversation/- or^ 'descriptive narrativ^ ^ 
in which certain specif its^cultural features 
identified with a selected' group of people are 
deliberately constructed for^ the purpose of 
analysis ♦ 



2.- ^ What is the purpose of a ''Culture CapsUle? 




A Cul^re Capsule serves to highlight the values^ ,^ 
opinions and attitudes which are common to a group 
of people, as well as to describe the ways in which 
such information is conveyed by individuals through 
behavior or speech. 

3, What IS the format of a ^Xulture Capsule?" ^ 

A Culture Capsule inay consist of a dialogue QV skit 
illustrating a typical cultural interaction between 
typical members of the selected group, in a typical 
lyeryday situation. It may aiso consist of a cultural 

)lem - solving** presentation, in which all the 
ingreSl^ts of a situation are presented, but no 
solution Is^ ^included. Or, it may consist of a 
description of a cultural incident occurring in the 
- selected group. 

In addition, tKei^Capsule may be presented, in written 
form, on tape, or on videotape, or it' may be simply 
dramatized feeling in a classroom by selected, 
students in a role - *playing situation. 

U. How should a 'Xulture Capsule'' be used? 

It should be used to teach cultural understanding, 
cultural differences , 'points of . interference in 
crosscultural communication, and skills in cro.ss- 
« cultural communication , on a step by step basis. 
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.5. ^at are the compoiients of a " Qja^tGrT^ 



1. The sele'cted culture setti 



ng- 



2. ^"The Culture Topic ind a description of the 
' ^ situation, ba^ckground explanation, and basic 
principles. » ' 

* 3. The type of students for whom the cultural 
information is -intended* 



A set of * ''cultural" behavioral objectives, . 

Illustrations of cultural features > symbols, 
beliefs^ attitudes, and the like, to' be presented. 



6 . Presentation: 

Characters ^ h - - 

The dialogue^-— - 

The -audio-visual materials 

Other media 

7. Cultural items to be elicited from the students 
(in' keeping with their-leveX of sophistication • ) 

8* ^ggested questions for discussions: 

a. Related to the physical factors of the 
situation -r (time, place.) ' ^ 

\ t). Related to the human factors of the 

situation - Csocdo-economic , elihnic, and 
the likfe.) 

c»' Related to the expression of hidden values, 
beliefs, and the like, through behav^ior 
(gestures, actions, etc\ ) , or speech, 
(style of delivery, Adice of words, etc) 

9. Optional: . alte rnat e methods of presentation and' 
activities. 



ERIC 



6.r 



0 . 



CULTURE CAPSULE ANALYSIS 



Viedo Tape or Role-Playing; Activity : ' 

1. What are the objectives of this Culture Capsule? 

2. mat cultural (differences .and/or cultural points of 
i-nterference are illustrated? 

3. Does the, script illustrate a believable cultural " 
interaction between typical members of the selected " 
ethnic groups? 

Are the following -aspects of the videotaped capsule ■ 
authentically represented? 

Characters 
Dialogue 

Body language (gestures', facial expression, pait 
stance , etc. ) • » o » 

Attitudes, values, opinions and Realia. • 
5. IVhat alternate methods of presentation ' and activities? 



Written: 

1.. Is the title appropriate? ' 

2. Is the description of 'the situatioh and 'backETound* 
.inforrnation sufficiently clear? ^ ■' 

3. ^ Is, there a logical sequencing of events? 

•+.15 tHere a set of cultural behavioral objectives? 

5. Is the culture "capsule in keeping with the level of 
sophistication of- the students for whom it is intended 

6. ^. Do the following discussion questions adequately brinr 

our the^salient poii ts of the capsule? " 



THE CEREMONIES MAY BE DIFFERENT, BUT THE 
FEELING IS THE ^SAME - . 
(A Comparison Of Rituala AiJsociat^With Death 



Between Orthodox Jev7s aod Catholics) 



. Objectives: T^e student wiil/ gain knowledge 'about 
, differing customs surrounding -death ' 

4n the family. The student will 'compare 
-'^ahd contrast roles and norms concerning 
death in two separate cultures. 

' - Cast:- f/ary, a Catholic girl 'of Irish descent. 

Sheilla, a Jewess, 

*■ 

Both girls are students at a. large High . School in a, metro 
poll tan area. Their meeting takes place on the way home 
from school. . . - 

flary:* Sheilla, Hi! I haven't seen you lately, 
/ 

; Sheilla: ^ta^y , my grandmother' died , so I was 
home* with the. family for a few days. 

Mary: Gee, I'm sorry 4: o hear that. I * ' 
tr^ever met your grandmother, but I 
know fjpom all the things you told me. ^ 
a^Dout Jier, she ^as a , really good 
' • person. She was a good cook too. 
That cake you -brought in* that she 
made was delicious: I'll say a 
• ^ . prayer her». 

* » # « 

. ^ Sheilla: Thanks, Mary. At -least r^he didn't. 

suffer. Tt was all over in a few 
. . hours . ' 

• / 

Mary: Did you have a big funerul? I 

remember when my grandmother died 
we had one car just filled with 
fiowcrjj going^to the cemetery. My 
grandmother, died at home too. I 
. ^ was >eally, spared when the^ priest came 
to the -house to absolve her.* I ' 
knew sh€ was dying 'when I saw him 
• i-.-^me.^ Bi t ^eiing the' priest really 
mc./:: her bappy and peaceful. 
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Sheilla: V^ell, Mary, our customs arexq^^-'te 
different. Our custom is .to\rip 
our clothes at the moment of a^ath. 

Kary ; Why? . 

'Sheilla: It is the traditional act of mourning 
and grief,. You know, my grandmother . 
alsa said 'a confession before dying. 
It is a ''prayer J "Understand , 0 Isreal, 
the JjO^ our God is one , I acknowledge 
, yoti/' She ^ asked that her' death be an 
atonement for her sins. 

Mary: My grandmother also made her last 

confession. Tell me some more about 
your customs/ • , . 

\ ^ r 

She^illa^j.^ mirrors are« covered ^nd the 

^ody is not left alonfe until the 
mpment' of burial. \ 

Mary J Like thjs^'^Irish wakel \ 

, . • ^^^^ 
Sheilla: Jewish tradition .also requires that 
the bursal is simple. TheVeceased 
is buried in a ^mple s'hroud^\/ Men 
^ ' are buried with a tallit overxthe r 

shroud and_ the coffin is made o 
' pinewood. There is no viewing, ^d 
' the body is burie.d within 24* hours 



)urie.c 
isVjk 




Mary:. I think that is\jk good\idea. We all 

were so sad sitting ^ arovind that funeral 
parlor for three days, IX^ hiuch 

^ ^ rather remember my grandmotl\er the way 
she looked when she was aliveN. 

Sheilla: A common J€;wish cuslr.om is 'to stoto 
seven times with the coffin. The\ 
number seven symbolizes the word \ 
"hevel" s(utter futility.) 

'Mary: Wh^en my grandmother died the funeral 
•procession circled the. block where sh)g 
lived and stopped at her Jiouse before* 
going on to the ceremony *at th6 
■ cemetery. *. ^ ^ 





Sheilla: I was telling- you about/ the association 
of the number seven, /This number is 
" -also associated with Shiyah, •^he seven 
day period of mourning. Friends kept - 
coming to. our house to 'keep us company. 
Now my father will he reciting the 
Kaddish at all public services for the 
next eleven months. • - ' 



Mary: X really think some of your customs . 
make 'a lot of sense. I am probably 
more .comfortable with mine, but the 
main thing Sheilla is that I hbpe 
both your grandmother and mine go to 
Heaven and meet there. 



Sheilla:^ Who knows? They may be friends already. 
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